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SPORTS
	 	A	 few	 years	 back	 in	 the	 Western	
Iowa	 Conference	 fans	 of	 Tri-Center,	
Underwood,	 Treynor	 and	 A-H-S-T	
got	 to	watch	a	 lot	of	quality	kids	go	
throught	 the	 basketball	 ranks.	 Over	
the	years	it	is	outstanding	how	many		
student	 athletes	 went	 on	 to	 storied	
college	careers.
	 Jody	Ratigan	of	Tri-Center	went	on	
to	 play	 for	 Iowa	 from	 1986	 to	 1990.	
Karen	 jennings	 also	 from	 Tri-Center	
went	on	to	Nebraska	and	had	a	career	
with	the	Huskers	that	will	be	hard	to	
ever	match.
	 The	6-2	forward	from	Persia,	Iowa,	
was	a	four-year	starter	for	the	Husk-
ers	 and	 led	 Nebraska	 to	 the	 second	
round	of	the	1993	NCAA	Tournament.	
She	won	the	Margaret	Wade	Trophy,	
awarded	 to	 the	 nation’s	 outstanding	
player,	and	earned	Kodak	First-Team	
All-America	honors.	
	 Along	 with	 her	 honors	 on	 the	
court,	 Jennings	 was	 one	 of	 the	 top	
student-athletes	 in	 school	 history.	
She	captured	CoSIDA	Academic	All-
American-of-the-Year	 accolades	 in	
both	1991-92	and	1992-93,	along	with	
claiming	 CoSIDA	 First-Team	 Aca-
demic	 All-America	 honors	 on	 three	
occasions	 by	 earning	 the	 honor	 in	
1990-91,	1991-92	and	1992-93.

	 A	 two-time	 Big	 Eight	 Conference	
Player	 of	 the	 Year	 (1991-92,	 1992-93)	
and a three-time first-team all-confer-
ence	selection,	 Jennings	was	also	the	
Big	 Eight	 Newcomer	 of	 the	 Year	 in	
1989-90.
	 Jennings	averaged	20.2	points	per	
game	and	8.4	rebounds	per	contest	for	
her career. Along with ranking first in 
career	 points	 (2,405),	 she	 also	 ranks	
second	 in	 career	 rebounds	 (1,000),	
first in field goals made (981), second 
in field goals attempted (1,726), sec-
ond in field-goal percentage (.568), 
third	 in	 free	 throws	made	 (426),	 tied	
for	 third	 in	 free	 throws	 attempted	
(570), tied for seventh in free throw 
percentage (.747) and tied for seventh 
in	blocked	shots	(63).
	 Jennings’	 810	 points	 and	 25.3	
points	 per	 game	 average	 in	 1991-92	
rank	as	 the	highest	 single-season	 to-
tals	in	school	history,	while	her	319	re-
bounds	and	10.0	rebounds	per	game	
allowed	her	to	average	a	double-dou-
ble	during	her	junior	season
	 Another	 Tri-Center	 student	 Cary	
Cochran	 went	 on	 to	 Husker	 fame	
also.	 	Cary	 left	Tri-Center	as	 the	All-
time	Iowa	High	School	Scoring	leader	
with		2,650	points.

	 In	his	four	years	at	Nebraska,	Cary	
left	with	the	all	time	3	point	shooting	
record.	 Making	 268	 shots	 on	 630	 at-
tempts	for	a	42.5%	ratio.		Cary’s	total	
of	268	three	pointers	gives	him	a	good	
lead	on	the	all-time	Nebraska	charts,		
Former	 NBA	 player	 Eric	 Piatkowski	
is	a	distant	second	with	only	202	ca-
reer	 3’s.	 	 Cary’s	 42.5%	 three-point	
field goal percentage is also second in 
the	Nebraska	books.	
	 Others	 like	 Jamie	 Boyd	 at	 Kansas	
didn’t	have	the	college	career	she	had	
hoped,	but	made	up	for	it	on	the	aca-
demic	teams	in	the	Big	12	Conference.		
Many	others	have	gone	on	to	college	
careers,	and	if	I	have	have	missed	any-
one,	please	notify	me	at	the	Gazette.	I	
will	try	to	always	make	a	note	for	any	
of	our	former	students	in	the	Gazette.		
The	easist	way	 to	get	 information	 to	
me	is	by	e-mail	at	cmocmo@Walnutel.
net.	
	 This	 season	 is	 still	 continuing	 for	
Iowa’s	Wendy	Ausdemore	,	either	in	
the	NCAA	tournament	or	the	NIT	so	
her	 impressive	 totals	 are	 still	 piling	
up.

Meghan Brue, Amanda Bryant and Eric
Maassen all reach 1,000 point barriers 

	 Now	 we	 have	 Meghan	 Brue,	
Amanda	 Bryant	 and	 Eric	 Maassen	
all finishing great college careers. 
Meghan	 redshirted	 one	 year	 at	
Northwest	Missouri	State	University	
at	Maryville,	MO.		
	 Senior	 guard	 Meghan	 Brue	 (Un-
derwood,	 Iowa)	 earned	 MIAA	 Hon-
orable	 Mention	recognition	 after	 a	
vote	by	the	league’s	head	coaches	an-
nounced	today.
 It’s the first career MIAA honor 
for	Brue,	who	ended	her	career	12th	
in	 career	 points	 (1,256),	 ninth	 in	 ca-
reer steals (127) and seventh in ca-
reer	 three-pointers	 (83).	 She	 is	 the	
ninth	player	in	program	history	with	
1,200	career	points	and	600	career	re-
bounds.
	 Brue	led	the	Bearcats	in	points,	re-
bounds,	assists	and	steals	and	started	
26 of the 27 games this season. She 
finished the season sixth in MIAA sta-
tistics	with	seven	rebounds	per	game,	
seventh with a 38.5 field goal percent-
age	 and	 ninth	 with	 14.1	 points	 per	
game.	 Her	 20	 rebounds	 against	 Fort	
Hays	 State	 Dec.	 29	 was	 the	 highest	
mark	by	any	MIAA	player	this	season	
and	broke	the	Bearcat	Arena	record.
	 Brue	put	together	an	18-game	dou-
ble-digit	scoring	streak	from	Nov.	21-
Jan.	28,	the	longest	streak	in	program	
history	since	2000	
	 Eric	Maassen,	former	A-H-S-T	ath-
lete,	 a	 center,	 has	 been	 a	 three	 year	
starter	 for	 the	 Dana	 Vikings.		 Maas-
sen	 currently	 ranks	 15th	 in	 career	
scoring	 for	 Dana	 College	 with	 1100	
points.		He	has	also	pulled	down	561	
rebounds	 and	 blocked	 93	 shots.		 He	
will	be	a	 two-time	Daktronics-NAIA	
Scholar-Athlete and was a 2007-2008 
Honorable	 Mention	All-GPAC	 selec-
tion.

 Eric finished with 467 career field 
goals. His 75 career starts ranks 3rd 
in	 Dana	 history,	 Over	 2100	 minutes	
played	for	the	Vikings	put	him	in	sec-
ond	place.		He	hol;ds	the	Dana	shoot-
ting	percentage	for	one	game	at	.900.		

Karen Jennings being honored after 
her outstanding career at Nebraska.

Cary Cochran proved that he was will-
ing to get into the thick of the game for 
the Huskers in his career. Cary finished 
as the all-time 3 point shooter for NU.

Eric Maassen just finished his career 
with the Dana Vikings.

He	has	had	14	rebounds,,	5	steals	and	
four	blocked	shots	in	a	single	game.	
	 Former	 Treynor	 athlete	 Amanda	
Bryant	 also	 played	 for	 the	 Dana	 Vi-
kings.	 The	 women’s	 basketball	 team	
announced	 Amanda	 Bryant	 (SR,	
Treynor,	 Iowa)	 has	 earned	 second	
team	all-conference	honors.	Last	sea-
son,	 Bryant	 was	 an	 honorable	 men-
tion	all-GPAC	performer.
		Amanda	ended	her	career	this	year	
with	 1314	 points.	 She	 averaged	 11.6	
points	a	game	for	her	career	with	the	
Vikings.		She	played	in	113	games	and	
started 76 for the Vikings.  
	 Bryant	 made	 503	 shots	 on	 963	 at-
tempts	 for	 an	 outstanding	 52.2	 per-
cent field goal percentage for her ca-
reer.		Amanda	also	made	1	three	point	
basket	 on	 one	 attempt	 for	 a	 perfect	
100 percent career mark.  She had 71 
career	blocks,	586	rebounds	and	made	
307 freethows for Dana during her ca-
reer.	 	 She	 averaged	 over	 12	 points	 a	
game	her	 last	 three	years	 for	 the	Vi-
kings.
 Next year, another Dana player, 
Tricia	Trotter	will	be	leaving	her	name	
on	the	Viking	record	book	as	she	will	
be a senior next year for the Vikings.  
	 The	 price	 of	 admission	 for	 the	
games	in	the	WIC	were	a	real	bargain	
when	you	think	of	all	the	players	and	

students	 who	 have	 gone	 on	 to	 great	
futures	you	have	gotten	to	veiw	early	
in	their	careers.

Amanda Bryant just finished her ca-
reer with the Dana Vikings.

Former Underwood athlete Meghan Brue ended her career with Northwest Mis-
souri State University this year with an excellent senior campaign. .

Carl Cochran to be inducted 
into the IHSAA Hall of Fame 
on March 14 in Des Moines
	 The	 Iowa	 High	 School	 Ath-
letic	Association	will	be	inducting	
long-time	 Tri-Center	 Basketball	
Coach,	 Carl	 Cochran,	 into	 the	
Hall	 of	 Fame	 on	 Saturday	 eve-
ning,	 March	 14,	 during	 halftime	
of	 the	 Class	 4A	 State	 Basketball	
Tournament final.   
	 A reception will be held in his 
honor at the Quail Run Country 
Club on Sunday, March 15, from 
2:00 to 5:00 P.M.  Players, parents, 
and fans are urged to come cel-
ebrate Coach Cochran’s induc-
tion.
	 Carl	 Cochran	 was	 an	 all-con-
ference	 football	 and	 basketball	
player	 at	 Orient-Macksburg,	
Iowa.	 	 Mr.	 Cochran	 graduated	
from	Peru	State	College	and	start-
ed	 his	 career	 in	 education	 at	 Elk	
Horn-Kimballton.		
 In 1974 he moved to Tri-Center 
as	an	assistant	coach	and	took	over	
the	varsity	program	the	following	
year.	 	 He	 posted	 a	 483-259	 mark	
in	33	seasons	with	the	Trojans,	in-

creasing	his	career	win	total	to	551	
–	12th	best	all-time	in	Iowa.	 	His	
teams	 won	 14	 conference	 titles	
and five times he brought teams 
to	 the	 State	 Tournament	 in	 Des	
Moines with a second place finish 
in 1986 and fourth in 2007.  
 In each of the five appearances, 
the	team	that	defeated	the	Trojans	
was	either	state	champion	or	run-
ner-up.	 	 He	 won	 several	 district	
and	 state	 coach-of-the-year	 hon-
ors	and	coached	in	two	IBCA	all-
star	games.	
  In 2006, he was a finalist for 
National	 Coach-of-the-Year.	 	 He	
retired	 at	 the	 end	 of	 last	 season	
after taking his final team to the 
2008	 state	 tournament.	 	 Carl	 al-
ready	has	15	former	players	who	
are	 now	 coaches.	 	 He	 mentored	
three	 all-state	 players	 including	
his	son	Cary,	Iowa’s	number	two	
all-time	 scorer	 (2,650	 pts.).	 	 Carl	
and	 his	 wife,	 Cindy,	 still	 resides	
in	Minden.


